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Reprint of: Cytogenetic and Genome Research 2003, Vol. 102, No. 1-4 This publication provides an

update on the current status of gene maps in different livestock and pet/companion animal species.

The findings summarized in species specific commentaries and original articles testify the rapid

advances made in the field of animal genomics. Of significant interest is the fact that current

investigations are providing headways for two important and exciting research fronts: targeted

high-resolution mapping leading to the application of genomic information in addressing questions of

economic and biological significance in animals, and the initiation of whole genome sequencing

projects for some of the animal species. Like in humans and mice, this will set the stage for a new

level of research and real time complex analysis of the genomes of these species. Animal

Genomics signifies the beginning of a new era in this field and celebrates the achievements of the

past 20 years of genomics research. It will be of special interest to researchers involved in genome

analysis - both gross chromosomal as well as molecular - in various animal species, and to

comparative and evolutionary geneticists.
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